The Tai languages: from Lexical to Grammatical

The Tai linguistic family comprises of approximately 25 languages. Among
them there is a group of languages without literary traditions and with a low social
status, such as the languages of Kam-Sui brunch, and a group of languages with old
literary traditions and with a higher social status, such as Thai, Lao, Shan and so on.
The languages of the first group presumably reflect an archaic or earlier stage of
development of TL, and the languages of the second group, on the contrary, exhibit
the later stages of development of TL. The peculiar feature of the languages of the
first group is that overwhelming majority of information is conveyed by lexical means,
or by content words, the role of grammatical auxiliaries is quite meager, while in the
languages of the second group a certain part of information is displayed by a number
of explicit grammatical means. As a whole, the common tendency of TL is to move
from lexical to grammatical languages, to increase the contribution of grammar in
coding information.

Crosslanguage comparisons avail to trace paths and direction of
grammaticalization in Tai and to establish the sequence and the means of
categorization for certain notions.

The above said will be corroborated with linguistic data from various Tai
languages.



