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Cao Kong Meng ― Another Clue to the Proto-Mienic

    Cao Kong Meng (hereinafter  CKM) is  a  Mienic  language spoken  in  Gongcheng,  Guangxi

Province, China. It is one of the under-documented languages/dialects of Mienic, which constitutes a

branch of the Hmong-Mien languages. This paper will argue that certain correspondence patterns

found  between  CKM  and  some  other  Mienic  languages  constitute  evidence  for  particular

phonological states of the Proto-Mienic. One of the interesting patterns is found in the reflexes of

tone *D, which is the tone of checked syllables in the proto-Mienic. In CKM, the coda consonants of

the proto-checked syllables, *p, *t, *k, drop, and tone *D has split into four tone categories. The four

tone categories correspond to two different tone categories of other Mienic languages, such as Iu

Mien.  The  further  division  in  each  of  the  two  categories  corresponds  to  the  different  rhyme

categories of these other languages. This spit pattern of tone *D is not found in other Hmong-Mien

languages. This paper argues that the split is conditioned by the length distinction of the vowels in

the proto-language. The evidence provided by CKM suggests that the length distinction of rhymes or

the pitch-pattern distinction of their tones, which is only found in a few Mienic languages such as

Kim Mun today, is not a newly developed characteristic, but has a history, presumably going back to

the proto-Mienic. The split must have occurred before the Great Tone Split, which took place in each

major Mienic language.


